
In the early nineteenth century, the mathematician Joseph Diaz Gergonne, professor at Nimes, 
decided to found the Annals of Pure and Applied Mathematics , the first widespread monthly 
journal in the history of mathematics. Over 22 years, from 1810 to 1832, the journal gave a 
voice to unknown and isolated mathematicians (teachers in colleges and high schools, pupils 
and students, the self-educated, the military, former students of the Ecole Polytechnique), as 
well as to the celebrities of the period. It is enriched by essential contributions among which 
are found the duality principle and the geometric representation of complex numbers.

Gergonne proposed: 
« a compilation that allows geometers to establish an interchange among themselves or rather, 
a kind of community of views and ideas; a compilation that saves them from engaging in 
research that is all too often wasted, through not knowing that it has already been undertaken;  
a compilation that guarantees everyone priority for new results which they discover; finally, a 
compilation, which guarantees publicity to everyone's labours, no less honourable for them 
than useful to the progress of science. » 
Editorial of first volume of Annals, 1810.

J.D. Gergonne
Rector of the Educational authority of Montpellier from 1830 to 1844.
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Gergonne contributed to a major fact : the Annals have radically changed the means of 
communication among mathematicians. This editorial concept of an international journal has 
contributed both to the rapid progress of the discipline in the nineteenth century and to its 
specialization: it enabled a large number of mathematicians to network, who previously had no 
knowledge of work done elsewhere, and a vigorous emulation that contributed to the acceleration 
of knowledge. The Annals brought mathematics into the modern age by inaugurating a new way 
of communicating, which has become long lasting and which has imposed a pattern still in force 
today in other scientific disciplines as well: publication in specialized journals.

THE MODERN
CIRCULATION OF KNOWLEDGEEMERGENCE

THE ANNALS OF GERGONNE


